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PREFACE

The country now forming the district of Ganjam has e rich
history. itwas an important part of ancient Kalings. Men trom
distantpast have left their imprints in the shape ofrock-edicts and
paintings on thisland. Kalingan merchants hed a prosperous meri-
time trade mainly from the portsof thisregion. They ssiled to the
far-away islands of Srilanka, Java, Borneo, Sumatis, Ball snd other
distantpartsofthe South-East Asia. We still remember them with
pride in the ‘Boitabandan’ festival celebrated every yearon the full-
moon day of the month of Kartika (October-November).

Ganjam was the first district of the State to be occupled by the
British. But its people did not allow the administration to run
smoothly and resisted alien rule at the cost of thelr sutferings
for quite sometime. In this soil the first conference demending
amalgamation of all Oriya-speaking tracts under one administrative
unit was held. The district did not lag behind in contributing to
the great ‘Freedom Movement’ of the country. Some of its freedom
fighters even established themselves as national leaders.

The district is most beautifully situated. The wavy Eastern
Ghats and the Mahendragiri peak, the health resort and place of
tourist importance, Gopalpur-on-Sea; the picturesque inland lake
Chilika; the life-line river Rushikulya,; the hot spring Taptepeni snd
the thickly-wooded hilly country chiefly inhabited by Kondhs, Saorss
Shabarasand other Adivasis with their primitive life style are some
of the contributions of the nature 1o this lsnd. The goiden beech,
the rippling waters of the blue sea and the sun-tise at Gopalput
are simply exciting.

The region has contributed immensely to the Orissan culture.
Its age -old music and dance, colourful fairs and festivais, the tradi-
tional cottage industries and,aboveall, the contribution of Its weiters
and poets to both the medieval Sanskrit and Oriya literatures stand
ample testimony to the cultural richness of the land. The seven-
teenth-eighteenth century Oriya literature centred around Kevi Samrst
Upendra Bhanja, a poetof genious who created wonders with words
and sounds. He was born to the royal family of Ghumusur. The
other two not-less-powerful poets of the region who flourished
during 18th century were Kavisurya Baladev Rathof Bads khemundl
and Gopalkrushna Patnaik of Paralakhemundi. The Oriya ltessture
would have been poorer without the contributions of these wrio
litterateurs,
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Evon though the region was placed under the Madras presi-

doncy which was a more develop v
no Garettesr warth the name in the district. Ganjam Manual, the

only work 1ttempted in  this line, contains a sketchy account of the
gmrnict.  Tho book was published more than a century ago. We
have, howavet, freely utilised materials for this volume while compil-
g this Gazelloer We havealso made use of all available records
and other publicstions of which menticn may be made of the

Mo nyls of tho Ginjam Maliahs in the Madras Presidency-arranged
and adited by H. D. Taylr, Esqr, 1CS, Collector and the Agent to the
Gavernor, Ganjam: A Report on the Mamools in the Ganjam Agency
1847 by ShtiUdayanath Patnaik, O.A.S, Special Officer; A Report
on the Mamools in Ganjam A¢ ency. 1952 by Shri J. N Mohanty
an4 Fnnl Repott on the Major Settlement Operation in Ganjam
ex-ostate nreas 1938-62 by Shri N. C. Behuria, Settlement Officer
and Odia Prakasana ‘O’ Pragaranara Itihas by Shri  Sridhara

Mahapatia Sharma.

We havo tried our best to give a faithful account of - the district
tn this volume. But we know our limitations and, therefore, invite
the valuable opinion of the readers. ‘Any suggestions, they may
have, will be taken note of in the Oriya version of the Gazetteer to
be published in due course. ’

Fat chllaction and collation of data, and compilation of this
volume we areindebted toa number of scholars both in and outside
the district of whom mention may be made of late Jugal kishore
Pan gtahi, Shri N. S. Ayyangar (both Journalists) and Dr.
Bon: Madhab Padhi and Dr. Prahallad Panda (both Educationists).
O+ Shtyanarayan Rajguru and Dr. Krushna Chandra Tripathy
contributed history and pre-history respectively which find placein
the Chapter-il ‘History” of this volume. Dr. Hemanta Kumar Das,
on our request, made improvements in the draft relating to poets
21nd wrters of the Chapter XV - ‘Education and Culture”.

The draft District Gazetteer was first circulated for approval
Among the moembers of the Working Committee consisting of the
Membar. Board of Revenus, Orissa (Chairman); Commissioner-cum-
Srry. Roveauo & Excise Department, Orissa; Chief Editor,
O Do, e Moope . Poerr nd e o

. ¢ o
Gagzetioers, Orissa (Secretary)'. (all members) and the Stéte Eéltoh
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After scrutiny and approval by the Working Committeé the
draft chap_ters were placed before the Advisory Committee comptis-
ing following members for approval which were approved in the

';neeting of the Advisory Committee held on 6th Juno, 1991.

Chief Secretary, Government of Orissa .. Chaitmanp
Member, Board of Revenue, Orissa .. Membus
Additjonal Chief Secretary, Governmentof Orissa .. Membut
Additional Development Commissioner, Government

of Orissa Membor
Commissioner-cum-Secretary, - Revenue & Excise
Department, Government of Orissa Member
Chief Editor, Gazetteers, Orissa .. Member
Dr. Khageswar Mohapatra, Professor & Head of
Department of Oriya, Visva Varati University Member
Dr, Karunasagar Behera, Professor of History, Utkal

University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneshwar Member
Shri Bijaya Krushna Mohanty, Director of Mines .» Member
State Editor, Gazetteers, Orissa .. Secretary

The spelling of place names given in the text was appicved
by the Board of Revenue. A comprehensive index, glcssaty of
Oriya words and terms used in the textand a map of the district
have been provided in this volume. Diacritical matks hive Leen
used in the glossary to avoid repetition in the text.

We extend our thanks to the officers of the Ministry of Fina nce;
the Surveyor General of India; Director of Census Operation, Orissa,
Government of India,; all the Departments and the Headsof
Departments of Government of Orissa and different branches of the
Ganjam district administration who have taken all possible care
in furnishing data for the compilation of this Gazetteer.

The draft chapters were compiled under the supervision and
guidance’of Shri Basanta Kumar Das, Research Officer (Ncw Joint
State Editor).. He also made preliminary editing of this voiume,
Gazetteer is a team work. The other members of the staff who
worked hard to shape this volumein its present form are: Shri Amulys
Kumar Satpathy, Joint State Editor (Retired); Shri Gour Prasad
Patnaik, Research Officer; ShriPrafulla Behera, Oriye Transiatcs,
Compilers-Shri Ramakanta Mishra, Smt. Bijoyalaxmi Praharsj
Smt. Umamoni Senapati; Shri Chittaranjan Des, Shii Bidyadher
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Pelal, SiviSubodha Chandra Mohapatra and Shri Subrat Kuanr,
Section Officer, Shrl Sarat Chandra Mohapatra; Senior Assistants-
Sl Dwgs Charen Mohapatra and Shri Braja Kishore Parida;
Aseistant to Oriya Transletor, Shri Rabindra Kumar Swain and
Smt Gayetri Senapati: Head Typist, Shri Satyananda Mahepatra;
Senior Typlists.Shii Akshays Kumar Barikand Shri Haribandhu Ghadei,
Junior Typists-Smt. Binapani Bose, Shri Pinaki Satpathy and Shri
Dwar ikanath Maharana; Diarist-cum-Recorder, Shri Sudarsan Sahoo
end Oriver Shil Laxmidhar Patnaik. In addition, the services
tendered by ail Class-IV employees of this organization in the
preperstion of this volume is also acknowledged.

Ouwr thanks sre also due to the Director of Printing, Stationery
and Pyblications, Orissa, Cuttack and the Deputy Director, Survey
and Map Publications, Orisse, Cuttack with their staff who will
render valusbie assistance in bringing out this volume,

Shuba neshwar NRUSINHA CHARAN BEHURIA,
The 2nd May, 1992 Chief Editor

SUPPLEMENTARY PREFACE

in the meentime the erstwhile Ganjam District has been
divided nto two districts. The Paralakhemundi -Subdivision as
it existed Dbefore the bi-furcation has been constituted into a
ssperete District in the name of Gajapati District in Revenue and
Excle® Department Notification No. DRC.-36/92 49137/R.,
dated the 1st October, 1992 and the remaining areas of the District
continue 88 such in the name of Ganjam District. Government
hove since ordered preparation/compilation of Gazetters of the
naowtly formed Districts which will be done in due cgurse. The
Pressnt Qazetiesr does Not contain information in respect of figures
collected In the course of 1991 Census as the meterials incorpora-
;: homin were colhcteg.nrruch before the initiation of 1991

sys- Therefore, 1981 us figures i
- gu have been incorporatod

Saub snsshvw or NRUSINHA CHARAN BEMURIA
The 8th December, 1996 Chief Editor
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